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1. Introduction  

Science City, Kolkata is a constituent unit of the National Council of Science 

Museums (NCSM), an autonomous body under the Ministry of Culture, Govt. of 

India. Science City was developed for two prong activities, the science centre and the 

convention centre. The facility was developed at a cost of around Rs.500 million on a 

plot of land measuring 44.6 acres located at the crossing of EM Bypass and Park 

Circus Connector on the eastern fringe of Kolkata Metropolis and was formally 

opened to public on July 01, 1997. Since its inception, Science City has been self-

sustaining in its operation, maintenance and periodical development. The primary 

source of revenue generated over the years has been from entry fees to various 

facilities housed in the science centre complex, license fees from visitor facilities 

outsourced to private agencies and from service and maintenance charges generated 

from the convention centre for holding conventions, AGMs, cultural programmes, 

seminars, trade exhibitions, annual programmes of local schools etc. The science 

centre part of Science City has recorded over 16 million footfall since its inception 

and has created a niche for itself as a destination for science popularization activities 

to meet the objectives of the Council. 

Science City also has the largest Convention Centre in the city of Kolkata and since 

the city does not have any other major convention facility or venue for national and 

international conventions, all major organizers/event management companies rely on 

Science Cityôs Convention Centre for such activities. Hence, it is necessary to 

upgrade the Science Cityôs Convention facilities and also to create additional new but 

related facilities with the object of making the centre a landmark and a destination for 

convention and related activities in eastern India and particularly in the city of 

Kolkata. 



2. Existing Infrastructure  

The Science City Convention Centre has about 6 acres of un-built open land which is 

being used for various exhibitions, temporary lecture halls and dining halls to 

supplement major conventions and exhibitions to cater for large gatherings, especially 

for national and international medical/business conferences. The existing Convention 

Centre at the Science City has two auditoria and 11 seminar halls. The large and small 

auditoria can hold 2232 and 392 people each respectively. The seminar halls can 

accommodate between 15 and 96 people in each hall. Both auditoria in the 

Convention Centre have fixed seating arrangements, while the seminar halls have 

scope for flexible seating as in the case of hotels and other convention centres.  The 

auditoria are equipped with audio-visual equipment that has the capability to be used 

for concerts and similar events.  

Science City Kolkata currently collects service and maintenance charges for use of the 

space by the users/event organizers for a very wide range of programmes and events 

and as such there is no focus on any targeted segment. However, keeping in view the 

objective of Science City, preference is given to scientific and educational events. The 

service charges for the space booked in advance to host an event are based on a fixed 

rate card. A brief account on the nature of activities organized at the convention 

centre facilities of Science City is provided at Annexure -I . 

3. The Project 

In its priority to provide world class facility, Science City intends to expand and 

upgrade its Convention Centre with state-of-the-art facilities and also to establish new 

but related additional facilities which shall be in synergy with the existing facilities.  

(a) Location and details of land characteristics 

Location Area Site Characteristics 

JBS Haldane Avenue 

Kolkata 700046 

 

Built up area ï 17,223 Sq.m. 

Open land available for new 

development ï 23,000 Sq. m. 

(nearly 6 acre) 

At the crossing of EM Bypass 

and Park Circus Connector and 

hence situated at a prime 

location in the city. 



 


